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Upcoming Cruises and Charters 

 

July Sun 4th 10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:00pm 

August Sun 1st Special Steaming to Berri 

September Sun 26th 10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:00pm 

  Tue 28th Private Charter 

October Sun 3rd 10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:00pm 

  Sat 9th Private Charter 

  16th & 17th 10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:00pm 

  Sat 23rd Private Charter 

November Mon 1st Private Charter 

  Sun 7th 10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:00pm 

December Sun 12th 10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:00pm 

Family Day 

We are inviting all Members and supporters to the ps Industry family 

day to be held on 14th November at Lock 5.  It will be a BYO every-

thing event but we do request that you bring extra salad that can be 

shared amongst friends.  

The event will start and 11:30 and we hope to see as many members 

as possible attending and enjoying the day. 

 
New Cruise Ticket Prices as of 1st September 2021: 

  Adults   $30 
  Concession   $25 
  Students (10 – 18) $15  
  Children (under 10) $5 
  Family   $75 



Refurbishment of  ps Industry Cabins 

Covid-19 had resulted in a quiet steaming year for the volunteers and it was suggested 

that it was a good opportunity to look at doing a ‘tidy up’ of cabins 1—4 on the up-

per deck as these were looking a little tired remembering the vessel is 110 years old.  

The Committee were successful in applying for a $4,000 Renmark Paringa Communi-

ty Grant for which we thank the Council, enabling the commencement of a more ex-

tensive refurbishment of the cabins. 
 

Visitors often comment on the small size of the cabins. However it must be remem-

bered that the ps Industry was a working boat and not built for passengers.  The cab-

ins serve two main functions which are to show a bygone era of the old steam vessels 

and to provide the accommodation for crew on overnight or extended trips. 
 

Over a 3 month period 10 volunteers spent 300+ hours carrying out extensive refur-

bishments.  At all times it was essential that this refurbishment maintained the heritage 

classification of the vessel. 

 

The refurbishment tasks included removal and storage of all cabin furniture and fix-

tures, removing and replacing old floor coverings, replacing wood in walls and floors, 

filling gaps, sanding and painting, repairing screen doors and windows, and replacing 

light fittings with more authentic lighting.  Along side this the existing beds were re-

placed with authentic items and new bedding was purchased.  
 

All involved should be congratulated and thanked for their efforts in this wonderful 

endeavour on behalf of FOTI and the ps Industry. 

Continued from pg 2 Refurbishment ….. 

 

 

Captain's cabin refurbished 

And one of the other cabins 

Vale Robert Mead 

It is with sadness we note the passing of our Member Robert Mead and 

send sincere condolences to his family. 

Membership Fees: 

Membership renewals are due 1st July this year.  We value our Members as they 

enable us to continue our work on and care of the ps Industry.  
 

Unfortunately due to extensive works on the ps Industry, the Committee have had 

to increase Membership Fees this year.  New fees are: 

       Family   $40 

Adult   $30 
Concession  $20 
Child   $10 

 

As a Member you are entitled to a 50% discount ticket price for one short 
cruise annually.  Book through the Visitor Centre quoting your membership 
number and standard booking fee will be applied. 
 
To be eligible to vote or nominate for Committee at the AGM you need to 
have a current membership. 



Chairman’s Report 

The lingering uncertainty surrounding interstate travel has seen an influx of visitors to the 

region which has seen our regular cruises well patronized. However, tour visits from bus 

groups are continually rescheduled or cancelled. 
 

Our first Sunday in the month cruising schedule has been under scrutiny. We have decided 

to trial operating days to be more in line with tourist visitation taking advantage of long 

weekends and school holidays. 
 

Committee has revised ticket prices and membership fees and entitlement. We have dis-

pensed with the issue of free tickets and introduced a 50% discount on one annual short 

trip. This considerably reduces the membership management task for the treasurer.  Mem-

bers will still need to book via the Visitor Centre quoting their membership number and pay 

the standard booking fee to secure a ticket.   
 

Due to COVID regulations we had dispensed with our traditional Devonshire Tea.  
 

The cabin upgrades have been completed.  We thank Big River Carpets for their generous 

discount on cost of flooring.  Work continues with preparation for painting of the port pad-

dle box and gunwales.  New mooring ropes have been purchased and thanks to Paul Abend 

for expertly splicing them. Some progress has been made at the wood yard with the prepa-

ration of the large reserve of timber. Committee has resolved to investigate the acquisition 

of a forklift to facilitate movement of larges timber. Any leads welcomed.  It has been heart-

ening to see several new volunteers at the working bees.  
 

The biennial slip for Survey and maintenance is scheduled from August 2nd till August 27th at 

the Berri slip. We plan to have a detailed assessment of the hull performed to formulate a 

long-term maintenance plan. Any assistance will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Don’t forget the Annual General Meeting to be held in the Renmark Hotel Function Room at 

7.30 pm on Wednesday August 11th. Due to work commitments Tom Walsh has offered to 

stand down from committee and provide an opportunity for an active replacement. 

Please come along and support the committee. 
 

Once again, we thank Angove Family Winemakers with their support in the reprint of updat-

ed new brochure. Also of great support has been the Renmark Hotel providing accommoda-

tion while cabins were being refurbished and meeting facilities for our AGM. 
 

Dave 

 

From the Archives 

If you have any historical photos to add to our records we would very much 

appreciate your sharing them with us.   

The Industry (far 

right) at work with 

other barges and 

work boats. 

Notice of AGM of FOTI—11th August, 2021 

FOTI hereby give Notice that its AGM will be held on 11th August, 2021  in 

the Function Room of the Renmark Hotel commencing 7:30pm. 

Business of Meeting: 

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Financial Report & election of Auditor 

Election of Committee Members—nominations will be taken from the 

floor.   

Those retiring and eligible for re-election at AGM: 

  Mark Hazelwood   Barry Sullivan 

  Sandra Daniel   Bazz Elliott 

  Don Smith    Donna Rayner  



Precise of Chairman’s Report to Council  

While undertaking scheduled repairs during February 2020, we identified that ex-

tensive repairs were required to the portside paddle assembly.  Confined Spaces 

issues were also identified, however COVID 19 restrictions allowed more time to 

address these to become compliant.   
 

A professional painter was employed, and work commenced on the installation of 

a safer paddle shaft rotating mechanism.  The final expenditure for these works 

approached $50,000 and as the Industry had not sailed for almost 12 months and 

with no income, we had to call on our accumulated reserve. 
 

The Industry sailed on January 1st with a modified schedule and reduced passenger 

numbers due to COVID 19 restrictions. The new ticketing system seems to be 

working well. Additional cruises have placed our ageing and receding volunteer 

base under pressure. We are reviewing our pricing structure and operating sched-

ule with attempts to be more in line with peak tourist times. 
 

Volunteers are upgrading the upstairs cabins assisted by the Councils Community 

Grant.  Large areas of the vessel still require painting and may exceed volunteer 

capacity.  
 

There is a large amount of unusable timber in the woodyard. We are looking for an 

affordable forklift to assist with its handling. 
 

Industry will be slipped for biennial maintenance and out of water survey in Au-

gust this year. As it is now more than 30 years since the initial replanking, a de-

tailed study will be conducted on the hull to formulate a plan for expected major 

works. The hype of restoration to full steam working has long passed and volun-

teers are in scarce supply. 

Qualified crew continue to present challenges to the roster coordinator. We have 

yet to benefit from the in-house training scheme developed in co-operation with 

the Council of Inland Rivers group. We hope that Council will continue to support 

First Aid training of volunteers due later this year. 

Attempts to formulate a succession plan without new faces are challenging and 

may present a problem in the future. 

Report to Council cont…. 

FOTI records are stored at several member premises and filing cabinets in the 

wharf shed. In the past some records have been misplaced and Council should 

provide a suitable location for storage.  

The ageing and dwindling volunteer base requires us to re-evaluate our opera-

tion. It appears that the volunteers put all the effort in purely to raise funds to 

keep the Industry operating.   

Committee feel the PS Industry is an historical and popular drawcard to Renmark 

and emphasise that the vessel is a Council owned asset and FOTI maintain and 

operate it for them.  There is concern that Council and the Public has no idea of 

the effort involved in managing the vessel.  

Council need to take responsibility for Grant applications and allocate funds annu-

ally toward the expected increase in operating costs including maintaining the 

wharf area, the redundant Argo barge decking, flagpole, old hotel pump fire hy-

drant and leaf litter. 

The ps Industry with her modern 

replacement the mv Maratala 
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Ps Industry and  ps Oscar W  


