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Upcoming Cruises and Charters 

 

September Sat 24th 

Sun 25th  

Private Charter 

10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:00pm 

October Sun 2nd 

Sat 15th 

Sun 16th 

Wed 19th 

Sat 22nd 

10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:00pm 

2:00pm 

10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:00pm 

2:30 Private Charter 

Private Charter 

November Sun 6th 10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:00pm 

December Sun 4th 10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:00pm 
 

FOTI Family Day 
Friends of the (PS) Industry, members, volunteers 

and supporters  

are invited to our annual Family Day Picnic 

Where:     Lock 5 

When:    Sunday 13th November, 2022 

Start:    11:30 am 

BYO everything  

On behalf of Members, we would like to express a great thank 

you to those volunteers who spent the bulk of August repairing 

and carrying out maintenance on the PS Industry while she was 

on the slip.  Many spent hundreds of hours.   

A huge thank you to you all. 



Life Membership Award 

At the recent Annual General Meeting of the Friends of the (ps) Industry (FOTI) long time 

Member and volunteer Sandra Daniel was surprised with Life Membership for her continuous 

and dedicated service to the ps Industry since becoming a Member in 2003.   

President Dave Nattrass said “this acknowledgement of dedication was well overdue and with-

out volunteers like Sandra the ps Industry wouldn’t be able to provide the public service it 

does in keeping the history of steam vessels alive.” 

Sandra was elected to the Committee in 2005 and remained as an active Committee Member 

and volunteer until 2023. 

In 2009 she formed and tirelessly led a small team to organise a centenary celebration for the 

Industry.  This was a huge success. 

   

Sandra also took on the role of Promotions Officer for the Industry and held the position until 

2021 passionately delivering posters to the various shops in Renmark and ensuring advertising 

of upcoming steamings. 

Sandra’s other talent was as a cook in the galley preparing scones and meals for crew on 

steaming days. 

                                          

TREASURERS REPORT FINANCIAL YEAR 2021 – 2022 

We have had a very good year since being able to operate again after some 

restrictions due to COVID-19 were lifted in November last year. 

Steaming Days have been excellent, but Charter Days have been slow com-

ing back.  Our donation boxes are doing well, also our coin machine in the 

Visitor Information Centre, however you will notice we purchased coins this 

financial year, as we were about to run out.  This new lot of 500 is going 

quickly. 

In expenses, Repairs and Maintenance are our biggest cost, however we did 

some large repairs whilst in lock down. 

The committee of the PS Industry agreed to cover the cost of First Aid Train-

ing this year, as many volunteers certificates had or were about to expire. 

We showed a profit for the year of $20478.16 which is a very good result, 

considering we only operated for about 8 months. 

When we send out advice that memberships are due, I ask for the forms to 

be emailed/posted back to me as Treasurer, filled in.  I thank those who do 

send them back, this is most appreciated.  I do this not to annoy members, 

but I need them to check and update our records, record how and when 

your payment is made, membership and receipt number etc. I have received 

a few cheques in the mail, nothing else, so I have to hope I get the correct 

member.  If I don’t receive the form, I then need to print out a blank form, 

fill in your details including your address from my records, so that I can post 

your membership card and receipt back to you.  We need to keep these 

forms on file as a record of your membership payment. 

I would like to thank our Club/Sponsors, Lions Club of Renmark and the 

Walsh family through their business Smooth Flow Traffic. 

Our Auditor Elaine Lewan & Associates are willing to be our Auditors for the 

next financial year.   DENISE BIHUN  -  TREASURER 



 PS Industry has facelift 

You may have noticed that the PS Industry hasn’t been outside the Visitor Information Centre 

for the past few weeks.  She has undergone her annual check-up to ensure she will be able to 

continue providing a well patronised historic experience for visitors and locals alike. 

Being an historic vessel, the PS Industry requires on-going maintenance and also must meet 

Survey requirements to maintain her status as a passenger carrying historic vessel. During 

August, the PS Industry has been undergoing major repairs and maintenance as well as 

meeting Survey requirements while on the SA Water slipway in Berri.  

“This work is usually undertaken annually,” said Dave Nattrass President of FOTI (Friends of 

the Industry), “however due to Covid it has now been 3 years since the last slippage.”  Five 

shipwrights have been employed and groups of dedicated volunteers have worked to main-

tain the vessel.  “The number of hours our volunteers have put in daily for a month cannot be 

ignored,” said Dave. “If not for these dedicated volunteers we could not afford to keep the PS 

Industry steaming today.” 

(Thank you to all who contributed photos) 

       

Before           After 

Thirty-two years have passed since restoration commenced and some of the hull planks had 

deteriorated with eight having to be replaced.  This is a specialized job requiring specific skills 

in steaming and bending the planks and then inserting them. 

                          

An unscheduled major overhaul of the Rudder was also completed.  

            

Removing the rudder for rebore and other repairs. 

          

Another major job carried out by volunteers is the caulking of the planks.  

The maintenance expenditure is expected to approach $63,000.00 which is totally funded by 

FOTI from monies raised from the monthly steamings, charters and donations.  Passengers 

are the mainstay of funding for maintenance of the vessel.   

However, reliance on volunteers to carry out the work, in this case several hundreds of hours, 

along with bequests from members and sponsorship have enabled much of the work carried 

out in keeping the PS Industry operating.  

Work was completed on Friday26th August with the PS Industry returning to Renmark on Sun-

day August 28th.  

Operation and maintenance of the PS Industry is voluntary and these dedicated people must 

be thanked for their hard work and contribution.  New volunteers are always welcome and do 

not need expertise in any area – there is always something they can do be it cutting wood, 

painting, crewing or maintenance.  Working bees are held every Tuesday so come on down.  



Chairman’s AGM Report 

For the third year I welcome you to our AGM with Covid 19 still impacting 
our life.  With the continued existence of COVID our short cruises have regu-
larly been booked to capacity but on odd occasions low patronage saw some 
cruises cancelled. On these days we took the opportunity to conduct crew 
training sessions. Only one charter was run. A second was cancelled on the 
day due to inclement weather. Last year we ran on 15 cruising days with 35 
trips and carried 1500 passengers. 
 
We are still sailing with reduced numbers, running three one-hour trips per 
day with no Devonshire teas. Following the retirement of many Cooks it is 
time to reassess our future sailing format. 
 
The annual Friends Day was well attended and enjoyed by all. 
 
Our Tuesday working bees have been well attended enabling us to split into 
two groups. One group splitting wood at the yard. A large stockpile of pro-
cessed wood is now stored with plenty still to be split!  The second group 
has concentrated on boat maintenance with repairs to the eaves, windows, 
doors, fly screens, steering gear, bench seats, tow-pole cables, painting and 
general maintenance. 
 
A total of 3200 manhours have been recorded in the attendance register but 
I know this is a conservative total. 
 
Following last years cancelled slip, Industry is scheduled to undergo the out 
of water survey during August. We should have an indication of the hulls 
condition available tonight. 
 
Rob Knight and Allan Langley were awarded Life Membership during last 
year’s AGM. They were also successfully nominated along with Beryl 
Jungfer, Sandra Daniel, Denise Bihun and Mark Hazelwood to received Cer-
tificates of Service in recognition of their contributions during National Vol-
unteer Week. Congratulations. Together, having contributed in excess of 
100 years of service to FOTI. 

Chairman’s Report Cont:- 

 

During the year we officially donated four items to the Renmark branch of the 
National Trust: a working model of the p s Industry, two working model steam 
engines and the Centenary Quilt. 
 
A defibrillator was purchased with funds received from an RAA Safety Grant 
and a chainsaw with funds donated by the Renmark branch of the CWA. 
It is with sadness we note the passing of Captains Allan Smith and Owen Page 
and maintenance guru Graham Stoeckel. Their support will be greatly missed. 
Our condolences are extended to their families. 
Thanks to all the dedicated supporters who keep the paddle wheels in mo-
tion. 
 
In closing thanks Jenny for your continued support over the years.  
 
Chairman Dave 

  

The PS Industry at dawn in Berri before her 

return trip to Renmark on the 28th August.   

Photo by Phil Reed 

 

 


